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Date:  December 6, 2011 

 

Scheduled start time:   7:00 PM 

 

Place: Pauma Valley Community Center 

 16650 Hwy. 76 

 Pauma Valley, Ca. 92061 

  

1. CALL TO ORDER:  7:05  Roll Call and quorum established:  Five Group Members present:  Andy 

Mathews, Chairman; Bill Winn, Vice Chairman; Fritz Stumpges, Secretary; Ron Barbanell; Absent John 

Ljubenkov and Jim Beezhold. 

2. OPEN FORUM: There was no one who wished to speak on an item not on the agenda. 

3. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

a. The minutes for November, 1th had been circulated to all members.  All proposed changes had 

been incorporated and the minutes circulated again prior to the meeting.  With no further 

discussion, Bill moved to approve the November minutes, Ron made the second and the minutes 

were approved 4-0. 

b. No Operating Expenses were submitted 

c. Requests To Serve as a Pala Pauma Sponsor Group member were made and this request’s 

publication and posting was mentioned 

d. There were no proposed agenda items for our upcoming meeting date of January 2, 2012.  Ron 

made a motion to cancel that meeting, Bill made the second and it was approved 4-0.  The next 

meeting will be February 7, 2012. 

4. ANNOUNCEMENTS:  The County Specific Property Request workshop scheduled for Dec. 9 was 

rescheduled for January 9, 2012 at 9 AM at the San Diego County Board Chambers located at 1600 

Pacific Coast Highway, San Diego, CA.  No one present had such a request before the Board.  Andy 

mentioned a program, PACT, to compensate landowners wishing to dedicate land into Agricultural Land 

Trusts.  The PACT meeting will be held downtown January 14, 2012. 

5. DISCUSSIONS: 

a. Fee to Trust (FTT) issues were discussed.  This is the process wherein the Bureau of Indian 

Affairs, or BIA, allows Indian owned “Fee” land which is still within the County and paying 

taxes, to be brought into Indian “Trust” land.  This land then becomes officially part of the tribe’s 

‘Sovereign Indian Trust Land’ reservation and solely under their governance.  Andy mentioned 

the concerns of having so much land taken out of the tax base while many services still need to 

be provided.   There is also the concern of loss of planning to keep its development in line with 

county designs.  The fact that the BIA following federal guidelines approves many transfers is 

becoming a problem issue.  Andy mentioned our objection to one of these transfers.  He 

mentioned our belief that this parcel which we objected to was shown on parcel maps to not   
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be contiguous to other reservation land.  Darlene Vega, who has worked on some FTT’s in Pala, 

said that the land was in fact contiguous.  We will have to check into this.  Bill is the chairman of 

our FTT sub-committee formed to learn more about FTT’s and how they work.  He spoke about 

his meeting with a county group formed just for this.  It is composed of a representative from 

each of the individual planning groups.  He mentioned that the law still governing FTT’s was 

enacted in 1934 and that many felt it needed to be re-addressed in light of current situations.  One 

big concern was that promises made as to use of these lands is not necessarily followed up upon 

to see what the final usage is.  He said that the committee recommended to our county, state and 

federal representatives that this be reviewed and he presented a copy of their letter to Andy and 

us to discuss and decide if to forward it on to the Board of Supervisors as having our support.  

Jeremy Barbanell spoke, saying that he had been asked by the Pala Band Chairman Smith to also 

attend these meetings for them.  He countered our claims that the Indians were not paying for all 

of the services they got.  He mentioned the Casino Pact that the Indians signed up for and where 

the Pala Band was to pay 18 million dollars a year.  He mentioned the approximate $300,000 

donated each year in fire support and $3 million a year for paramedic services.  They also give 

$280,000 a year to the V.C. sheriff’s department.  They spent $450,000 to build a new library 

open to all and it’s annual budget is $550,000!  They also gave $140,000 to the Bonsall School 

District and they also funded the $30,000 shortfall in Bonsall’s school bus budget.  They also 

donated $200,000 to the Fallbrook library and committed an additional $50,000 a year for 

operating.  And lastly they also gave a $500 donation to help with the PV Community Center.  

Bill responded with what he had found and read, “In 2002 statewide Indian Casinos cost 

California Counties more than $200,000,000 in non reimbursed road, water, sewer, fire and law 

enforcement costs. The special distribution fund by the tribes has only provided $21.9 million in 

total to offset these costs”.  Bill also recognized the Pala Band of Indians for their contributions; 

but made the point that they are only one tribe out of 18 in the San Diego County and we are 

looking at a total scenario involving all the tribes of the State of California.  Then Ron spoke 

about his attempts to learn more about the local Native Americans.  He spoke about the extreme 

suffering and injustice they were subjected to.  He spoke of Chairman Smith’s attempts to 

mitigate the problems caused by the new raceway.  Darlene spoke again of the Tribes desires to 

purchase back their ancient home lands and of their desire to work with us to be good neighbors. 

She said that the tribe has to follow federal guidelines on the Reservation; they can’t just do 

anything they want.  Andy called the discussion to a close and all were in favor of the future 

dialogue proposed.  

b. There were no sub-committee reports submitted for approval. 

6. ACTION ITEMS – PPCSG advisory vote may be taken on the following items: 

Sol Orchard / Sol-Focus, Solar Generating Facility.  This is Project Case number 3000-11-037 (ADD11-

037), Project #11-0158818 – APN – 111-120-12, -51 ,-52. had presented their first round last meeting 

and this is the second meeting to get the community input and hopefully a favorable opinion.   The 

proposed site is up on El Sendero, about ¼ mile off of Highway 76.  The attached 3 page report of the 

substance of this discussion, was made by Andy in response to a motion to do so. That motion was made 

by Bill, Ron seconded it, and it passed 4-0.  This report is a summary of the presentation, community 

feedback and concerns.  It has been sent to the County DPLU for a ruling on the planning code issue 

regarding the legality of using this land for the proposed usage.  These 3 pages are submitted as an 

addendum summarizing this portion of the meeting and incorporated herein. 

7. ADJOURNMENT: 

 Ron moved to adjourn, Fritz gave a second and the meeting was adjourned at 9:03 PM 

Fritz Stumpges, Secretary 

These minutes and Sol Focus Addendum were approved at the February 7, 2012 meeting. 








